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Adoro Te Devote 

 
This hymn, a re-working of the traditional Latin 

motet, was commissioned for the canonisation of 

Blessed Titus Brandsma, on May 15 2022. Blessed 

Titus was a Dutch Carmelite priest and professor of 

philosophy and mysticism who spoke out against 

the Nazi regime many times before and during the 

Second World War. He was arrested and executed in 

Dachau concentration camp on July 26 1942.  

 

During his time of arrest, Titus was unable to 

celebrate Mass, and used to sing the hymn Adoro Te 

Devote as an act of spiritual communion. This new 

setting, in the official languages of the Carmelite 

Order, (Italian, Spanish and English) and  Dutch, 

uses chanted verses for soloist, with a joyful refrain 

for choir and assembly, and which has references to 

the Gregorian hymn.  

 

The artwork is Church Interior, 1945 by Albert 

Servaes, a Belgian artist whose raw, expressionist 

style led to some disapproval within the Catholic 

Church, but whose work was explored and 

promoted by Blessed Titus throughout his life. 

 

This edition contains the music of the international 

and English-language versions; full versions in 

Italian, Spanish and Dutch are also available.  
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Testo italiano di anonimo
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