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UNDER THE SILVER MOON

FOUR SONGS AND A DUET, WITH WORDS BY TENNYSON

Alfred Tennyson was born in 1809, the son of a Church of England clergyman. His
childhood was spent in relative poverty; he was educated mainly at home by his father,
but later went on to study at Cambridge. His father’s disinheritance, humiliation, and
eventual breakdown and alcoholism made a lasting impression on the poet.

From 1840 on, his poetry began to achieve fame, and in 1850 he was made Poet
Laureate, in succession to Wordsworth. In 1886, he was knighted a baron, the only
English poet to ascend to the peerage purely for his poetry. Tennyson’s poetry is noted
for its attention to cadence and rhythm, and often shows a somewhat idealistic notion of
life, with a deep respect for traditional Victorian values. Much of his poetry is inspired
by nature and the English countryside, and many poems deal with the profundity of the
human condition.

These settings of four of Tennyson’s poems were written in two stages: Miriam’s Song
and Sweet and Low date from 1994-1996 and were written as undergraduate assignments,
and the remaining two - The Blackbird and The Throstle - were written during the
summer of 2006. They are all written for soprano, although a duet setting of Sweer and
Low (for soprano and mezzo-soprano) is included as an addendum to the collection.

EPHREM FEELEY
AUTUMN 2006
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keep smooth plats of fruit-ful ground where

black-bird, sing me some-thing well while
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Music: Ephrem Feeley

Words: Alfred Tennyson
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Words: Alfred Tennyson
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The Throstle

Music: Ephrem Feeley
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"New, new, new, new!"

Last year you sang it so glad-ly.

un-der the blue.

Sing the new year in

poco rit.
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Sweet and Low

Music: Ephrem Feeley

Words: Alfred Tennyson
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Sweet and Low

Music: E. Feeley

Duet Version

Words: Alfred Tennyson
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