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Composer's Notes:
The mandatum, or commandment, that Jesus gave the night before he died was, "to love one another." The 
Gospel of John records that this is given when Jesus washes the disciples' feet, and, by extension, is given to all 
who follow Christ: to serve others and look after the needs of the Christian community. The synoptic tradition 
also sees Jesus breaking bread and sharing wine on this night, and thus instituting the Eucharist.
     This piece is particularly suitable for Holy Thursday; the third verse is apt for the ritual of washing of the 
feet, but, without this verse, the piece has many other uses: as a general communion processional, offertory 
hymn, or any other occasion where the theme is of service and love. The verses may be taken by either a 
soloist or small group. The simple two-part refrain makes this setting accessible for smaller choirs, and, if 
desired, the descant line may be played on a C instrument.
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